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Students Deliver Thanks, 
Check to NY School 
Construction Reps

by Jasmine Hernandez 
and Susannah Black

Long Island City--On Wednesday, March 13, Harbor 
School students and staff visited New York City's 
School Construction Authority in Queens to present 
SCA president Lorraine Grillo with a check for the 
money required to move ahead with construction on 
the new Marine Science and Technology Center on 
Governors Island.  Students also extended a big 
Harbor School thank you to SCA staff for managing 
construction on the existing school building.
 The SCA is in charge of all construction, 
design and renovation of school buildings for the 
New York City Department of Education, and it has 
been a vital partner with the Harbor School in its 
move to Governors Island.  

Continued on Page 6

$1.2 Million 
for MAST Building 

from City Pols

Chin, Gennaro Key in Funding
by Jasmine Hernandez

Manhattan-- On Wednesday, March 14, New York 
City council members Margaret Chin and James 
Gennaro, and Council Speaker Christine Quinn, met 
with Harbor School students outside City Hall. 
Founder and program director Murray Fisher and 
Principal Nate Dudley were also present, along with 
other staff members. The representatives of City 
government gathered at the steps of City Hall to show 
their support for the school and to receive the Harbor 
School community’s thanks. 
 Chin and Gennaro were instrumental in 
allocating from the city budget half the money that 
will be required to build the new MAST (Marine 
Science and Technology) Center building.
 Margaret Chin, a Democrat, is the council 
member for District One.  The harbor has been called 
the sixth borough, yet in some ways it’s more like an 
extension of the first district, and Chin definitely 
feels a special connection with the harbor. 
“Governors Island is in District One,” says Chin, 
“and is a treasure for all New York City. [New York 
Harbor is] a beautiful harbor and it’s a natural 
resource.” Chin hopes the Harbor School continues to 
grow. In particular, she supports the oyster restoration 
project. 
 Coming up with the funding for the building 
was a challenge, but working with James Gennaro, 
who is the Chairman of the Council’s Committee on 
Environmental Protection, she was able to proceed.
 The $1.2 million which they earmarked for 
the Urban Assembly New York Harbor School will 
go towards the construction of the new MAST 
building which will include space for aquaculture 
facilities,  marine technology, building traditional 
wooden boats and the commercial diving program. 
 The Harbor School is grateful to have the 
support of these public servants, who believe in our 
school and want to make it better for the next 
generation of students. The Harbor School gives 
students unique opportunities preparing them for 
college and the wider world. 

NYHS Students Mix with 
Glittering Crowd, Raise 

$200,000 for CTE Classes
by Rosaly Nuñez

Manhattan--“The Harbor School has a sense of 
adventure,” said Senator Daniel Squadron, “and the 
school itself is inventive!”
 On Thursday, March 8th,  at the New York 
Yacht Club, Harbor School students joined forces 
with donors to raise money for their extracurricular 
classes. The event was a gala fundraiser, costing $350 
a plate. Everyone dressed to impress, and champagne 
flowed freely (for adults).  Students roamed the hall 
and spoke to the donors with ease, recording 
commitments for donations to the Harbor School for 
the coming year. 
 In addition to Senator Squadron, who is the 
New York State senator for the 25th district (which 
includes lower Manhattan and part of Brooklyn), and 
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Politics on the Half-Shell: Council Speaker Quinn and Council members Chin and Gennaro get 
an eyeful of NYHS-cultivated oysters. 
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Opinion/Editorial
Hoods Off?

by Brianna Colon

 Recently students have been forced to take 
off the hoods of their Harbor School hoodies while 
they are in the school building.   Why?  A hood is a 
beautiful thing that keeps heads warm and kids 
happy, and now we have to take them off.  When 
teachers say "Harbor outer layer," and students reply 
"But I'm cold," then teachers tell them "Put your 
harbor hoodie over your jacket or sweater."  Students 
would do this, keeping the hood up to keep warmer.  
But now we can't even do that.
 Students should be able to wear their hoods 
on in school.  They keep students warm and do no 
harm to anyone.   Teachers shouldn't badger students 
into taking their hoods off.  It is a pointless activity 
that just ticks students off,  especially when they are 
not given reasons why.  If we are to act as adults, we 
need to be treated as such.
 Teachers claim that it is a disrespectful act 
to wear a hat within a building, and they liken hoods 
to hats, but they're not.  A hat is not attached to an 
article of clothing.  Neither can hoods be played 
around with, which is one of the objections to hats.  
Besides, what is so disrespectful about headgear?  
We wear it all the time anywhere else-- but at school 
we are limited.  This policy is unfair and needs to be 
changed.

The Freedom of the Island
by Wilmer Martinez

 During our lunch periods, students are 
usually allowed to leave the building and roam 
around the school's court and gardens.   I recognize 
that it is a privilege to be able to leave the building at 
all, but I believe more "worthy" students should be 
allowed even more freedom.  Students who have 
shown considerable effort in their classes and have 
been able to maintain a 90-plus average should be 
able to use more of the island to their advantage. 
 A major reason for this is that it's difficult 
for many students to find the time to exercise.  I have 
a longer commute than I did before the Harbor 
School moved to Governors Island, and although it's 
not as long as others' commutes, it still takes up a lot 
of time.  With my other responsibilities, I haven't had 
enough time to run, and my training has gone 
downhill.  
 That's why I propose that with the 
recommendation of at least three current teachers and 
an average of above 90 percent, a student should be 
allowed complete freedom to use all public sectors of 
Governors Island.  Of course this would also require 
permission of the Island workers,  but it's a necessary 
step, so that people like me will be able to train more, 
using the Great Promenade as a running track before 
and after school.

Of the Seniors, By 
the Seniors, and For 

the Seniors 
Organizing a Senior Committee for a 

Fantastic Final Year

by Joy Junious

 As a rising senior I want us to have a senior 
committee that is student run.  We all want to have a 
fun, happy, and awesome senior year, and I think we 
can do this by running our senior year and making 
things happen the way we would like to have them 
happen. 
 I understand that maybe not everything will 
be as we want, but I thought hey, nobody is acting on 
this and it’s our year-- why not work on it and make it 
work for us? And what better way to do this than by 
letting students decide who will be the voices of the 
senior class. 
 By having a senior committee I hope to have 
seniors themselves play the biggest role in senior 
year. I expect us to gain responsibility as well, 
knowing that it won’t be all fun. I hope to accomplish 
a year full of memories and fun for all seniors and 
also to show that we are people to look up to for the 
following class and those to come.
 Keep your eyes open for more information 
about the senior committee, and if you are interested 
i n g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d , c o n t a c t m e a t 
jjunious95@gmail.com.

Just Do It 
Separate Your Waste

by John Pae

 Those of you who spend lunch outside 
might have noticed a tub connected to the 
aquaculture lab.  This is the compost bin where all 
the compostable food waste is put after you throw it 
in the cafeteria compost bins.  I am part of a handful 
of people that maintain the entire school's compost 
system and I have one message to tell the students of 
the school:  Separate your food.  

 

“If you compost in the winter, 
you will have flowers in the 
spring.”

 
 If you don't separate it yourself, then all 
meats, dairy products,  and liquids must be removed 
by me before the compost can be measured and 
mixed in with the rest of the food matter. This usually 
unpleasant process takes time and takes attention 
from managing and studying the material that will 
later be used as a nutrition supplement for the school 
garden (and we have to either use our own compost 
or buy expensive fertilizer),  so if you compost in the 
winter you will have flowers in the spring.
 Another thing is, it’s easy.  Both the teachers 
and kitchen staff compost their food waste and I have 
never seen one piece of garbage in their buckets, so if 
people who work tirelessly to feed an entire school 
and clean their plates along with the educators who 
get up early and go home late can keep a perfect track 
record why can’t the student body?  
 Normally when you throw out an apple it is 
put on a truck and driven to a landfill where 
taxpayers pay for it to sit around for a few hundred 
years.  With the Harbor School's composting system, 
that same apple is decomposed in a matter of months 
and then its nutrients are used to grow the school's 
garden and liven up your lunch periods in the future,  
a far more pleasant and environmentally friendly 
solution to the trash problem then the alternative, 
don’t you think so?  
 So next time you are in the lunch room think 
of how such a little action can make a big difference.

Photo: Susannah Black
Don’t make him ask you again: 
John Pae, composting maven
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Classmates’ Voices

The Garden in the Harbor
 The garden is 
one part of the Harbor 
School that everyone 
who visits knows about: 
you can't miss it, as you 
walk by it on your way 
past the basketball 
court to the front door.  
B u t w h o a r e t h e 
students who volunteer 
their time to help plant 
and weed, and who 
have made the garden a 
special part of their 
high school experience?  
The Harbor Current 
f o u n d K i m b e r l e y 
Mora les , a jun ior, 
harvesting mint one 
afternoon, and we were 
able to ask her a few 
questions.

HC:  When did you get 
started gardening?

KM:  Last year.  Whenever I had time to help, I 
would just get rid of weeds or whatever-- I had a lot 
of fun.  When I was younger, my mom had plants in 
pots, and I'd have to help her whether I liked it or not.  
There was a bit of lawn [where I grew up],  and mom 
planted that too.  Just flowers, no vegetables, 
although she would have liked that.

HC:  Can you tell me 
about the garden?  What 
plants are here, and how 
did you decide what to put 
in?

KM:  At first we didn't 
know what we were going 
to plant.  We brought 
seeds: lettuce, tomatoes, 
snow peas.   Some of the 
students actually had 
seeds of their own, so they 
brought them.  And some 
things that we planted last 
y e a r c a m e b a c k b y 
themselves.

HC:  What's your favorite 
edible here?

KM:  The lettuce.  You 
push a little hole in the 
dirt with your finger and 
put a seed in, and when 
you first see them, they're 

super, super small, they're just sprouts, but you're 
like, "Yes!"  and then you move them, replant them-- 
and then I get to eat it!

HC: What do you hope for from the garden for next 
year?

KM: I want to get rid of most of the mint.  I am tired 
of seeing mint.  I'd like to do watermelon, maybe.  

Last year during lunch time you'd see kids out here, 
just picking strawberries-- me and my friends used to 
do it all the time.

HC:  Are you working with the cafeteria to get some 
of these vegetables into the lunch room?

KM:  One of the cafeteria workers was helping us 
plant-- we haven't [made an arrangement about using 
garden vegetables in the lunch room] yet, but I think 
it would be good to have the school eat things that 
were grown in the garden.  It could be like a project, 
have them serve the lettuce that was grown here.

HC:  How has gardening changed you, do you think?

KM:  It used to be, I'd see plants everywhere, but I 
didn't know what they were.  They were just plants.  
Now I know what most things are that I see and I 
think about how to take care of them.   

Photo: Susannah Black
Noshing: Kimberley Morales enjoys Island-grown lettuce

At the heart of any maritime education is sailing, and 
the Harbor School's sailing club is perennially 
popular with students.  One of these, Thomas 
“Cullen” Palicka, spoke with the Harbor Current 
about his passion for small-
boat sailing, his wildest 
sailing moments, and his 
hopes for his time after 
graduation.

HC:  What does it look like 
to belong to the Sailing 
Club?

CP:  Well, Mondays we sail 
out of North Cove with the 
Manhattan Sailing Club.  
We'll have a mini-lesson-- 
learn about wind types, 
different points of sail, 
something like that.  Then 
we'll break out into four 
different boats, sail for a 
couple of hours, come in, 
clean up the boats, de-rig them.  Then on Fridays we 
usually race.

HC:  How did you start sailing?

CP:  I started when I was nine or ten, at camp and 
down in Florida.  No one else in my family sails, but 
my parents think this is wonderful-- they support my 
love of sailing.  It's something really different.

HC: What has been your most dramatic or difficult 
sailing moment, so far?

CP: The most difficult moment… I was sailing in 
this little lake and we turtled [turned the boat right 

over], and the mast got stuck in the mud.  And then a 
storm came over, a lightning storm.  It was just me 
and my friend, and we were really young, really 
small,  we didn't have a lot of weight to put on the 

daggerboard to flip the boat 
over.  It took us a few hours, 
but we finally righted it-- in 
fifteen feet of water-- and 
sailed it out.

HC:  Are you interested in a 
maritime career?

CP:  I definitely want to do a 
maritime career.  Sailboats, 
big cargo ships, tugboats-- I'm 
not sure.  I love going to 
Harbor School, especially 
sailing on boats like the Spirit 
of Massachusetts or Pioneer 
[two traditionally-rigged 
schooners] ,  because the 

Sailing into His Future rigging is so complex, you really learn a lot.   I'm 
applying right now to intern with Clearwater [a 
schooner that focuses on environmental education 
and sail training on the Hudson River].  I've helped 
out in Florida, teaching sailing… I like dinghies best, 
really, little sailboats.  I'd like to do a race around the 
world, or just a tour around the world-- stop in 
different cities.  Sailing's always just been something 
I loved to do. 

It is not,  however, the only maritime activity Palicka 
has been pursuing at Harbor School.  After the 
Current finished speaking with him, he went back to 
what he had been doing, which was working on  the 
engine of the Harbor School's Chris Craft motorboat.  
He and Teddy Geraldino,  a classmate, had taken the 
engine out, fixed it up, and painted it with blue engine 
paint to protect against rust. Sailing may be his 
passion,  but Palicka is throwing himself into all 
aspects of maritime education. 

Photo: Susannah Black

Not your traditional school food: Lettuce, radish, 
mint and strawberries from the garden.

Photo: Cate Hagarty 
Learning the ropes: NYHS Sailing Club

Photo: Susannah Black
Tuning up: Teddy Geraldino, left, and Cullen Palicka 
with NYHS’ Chris Craft and its motor.

The Harbor Song

lyrics by the Music Club: Ileana Leon, Ameena 
Peters, Joy Junious, Daniel Hewitt, and 
William Robertson 

Uproot ourselves from land to water
See the challenge of Lady Liberty
Find wisdom (in a grain of sand)
Preparing for the big blue sea 
Through the hall we ride the waves
Counting down our golden days

On an island away we set our goals
The water lives right through our souls
The school grew, we did too
Some say they bleed red
But we bleed Harbor Blue
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March 19, 2012
Carriacou, Windward Islands, USVI

 If you asked me to tell you about the most 
beautiful sailboat I have ever seen, you might expect 
me to describe the modern, large, fancy floating piece 
of fiberglass that people sail around these days.  But 
the most beautiful boat that I have ever seen is a 
classic little boat.   She is handmade, five years old, 
with a white hull and red accents, and only has a 
main sail and jib.  She is a sloop built by brothers in 
Carriacou, an island rich with traditional boatbuilding 
history.
 In Carriacou we studied the history of the 
[locally-made] sloops: how they are made and what 
they are used for presently and in the past.  A local 
named Uncle Cee, also the captain of the sloop I 
described earlier, was kind enough to take us out on 
his fishing sloop to show us what traditional sailing is 
like for the people of Carriacou.
 I am so grateful for the experience.  Ripping 
through the water, sitting on the cabin top, getting 
splashed by waves and watching the crew of three 
sail that little sloop was a high moment for me.  
Seeing, experiencing, and understanding their love 
for the water, their sloops, and what they do every 
day really made me gain an appreciation for sailing.  
I will never forget the feeling of being unstoppable as 
we soared through the water and how much we all 
laughed as the waves kept washing over the side onto 
me.  Carriacou, by far, has been one of the highlights 
of our voyage.  I am beginning to really understand 
how lucky I am to be here.

March 30, 2012
Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic

 This week I've played 
many roles.  I have been the 
niece that my Dominican 
family has not seen in a while, 
an excited teenager finding out 
what colleges I was accepted 
to, a volunteer in a life-
changing community service 
project creating a foundation 
for a school.  
 Most importantly, I've 
been a translator, attempting to 
erase the language barrier 
while staying on my toes very 
happily awaiting requests on 
how to say things, what certain 
words mean, etc.   My favorite 
part of being a translator is 
being able to be a part of every 
conversation.  Stories about 
childhoods, sharing of future 
plans, translating favorite colors and favorite foods, 
and telling somebody how to say, "I love you."  
 I h a d s u c h a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n 
communication this week,  and it was nice to see 
everyone's Spanish improve as the week went on and 
seeing them rely less on me.  The excitement in their 
voices when they would walk up to me and say, "Oh 
my god Patricia!  I just had an entire conversation in 

Spanish!  I wish you could have 
heard me!" 

May 22, 2012
Maine, USA

 "When you go to Maine,  
your clothes will never dry!"  "It 
will rain a lot and the sun will 
never shine!"  That was all I was 
told from friends who had sailed up 
to these parts of town before.
 Luckily, that hasn't been 
the case.   Actually, we have been 
lucky this entire trip.  Maine is 
beautiful,  one of the most amazing 
places in the United States.  There 
is no other place like it.
 We climbed to the top of 
Mount Desert Island and got to see 
the chain of islands that are part of 
this absolutely beautiful state.  The 
forests are wooded, filled with 
endless amounts of pine and little 
creeks and rivers.  You can go on 

and on until you reach the ocean, without a soul in 
sight.  Stopping at all of these islands in Maine, 
hiking,  exploring, and being able to just sit and enjoy 
has been wonderful. 
 I was so sad about skipping New York City, 
but all of the sunsets, sights and clear, beautiful days 
of sailing have been absolutely worth it.

The Adventures of Patricia
by Patricia Tapia

On board the Harvey Gamage

This past semester, Harbor School student Patricia Tapia had the opportunity, with help from the New York Harbor Foundation, to participate in Ocean Classroom, a 
maritime education program on board the schooner Harvey Gamage.  Her journey took her from New York Harbor, to the West Indies, to her family's place of origin in the 
Dominican Republic, to Maine, and finally back to New York City.  Along the way, she recorded some of her adventures.  What follows is a series of excerpts from the Ship's 
Blog of the Harvey Gamage.

"The Harvey Gamage is a loud vessel, never quiet, never shy.  The floor boards 
creak, the sails flap, the motor roars, dishes clink and clank, things fall.  (We fall 
too.)  But, she's fearless.  I say she's beautiful."

--Patricia Tapia

Chasing a Dream: First Stop, 
Ocean Classroom
by Paola Suazo

NYHS maintains an ongoing relationship with Ocean 
Classroom, and every time a student like Patricia has 
an experience like the one she recounts above, other 
students are inspired to apply.  What follows is Paola 
Suazo’s application essay.

 Next year, I hope to spend one semester on 
one of the Ocean Classroom schooners. I’m 
interested in getting involved in the Ocean Classroom 
program for many reasons. I believe that there is no 
better feeling than being on a boat that is underway 
or being rocked to sleep by the sway of the seas. 
 When I heard of Ocean Classroom I smiled 
at the idea of being able to spend a semester at sea. 
This program would not just give me sea time but 
bring me that much closer to getting my captain's 
license. Being part of Ocean's Classroom would 
provide me with a surreal amount of hands-on 
experience on a vessel--one that is larger than any at 
our school. I believe that having hands on experience 
is one of the most critical things that a captain needs. 
In order to be a good captain you must not only know 
your job, but the jobs of all your crew members. I 
also believe that being on such a great vessel will 
help me understand the ocean,  and how the ocean 
moves and works. I don't know any better way to 

learn how weather affects the seas and the way a boat 
operates.

 "When I was a child, my mother said to me, 
 'If you become a soldier, you'll be a general. 
 If you become a monk you'll end up as the 
 pope.'"
    --Pablo Picasso  

 I think if I reach for the stars and not the 
moon I can become anything I want in the world. I 
have set my eyes on vessels, whether the small 
Whitehall gigs that I row, or large ships.  I believe that 
if I become a part of a crew, I’ll one day end up as a 
Captain. My interest in Ocean Classroom stems from 
my love of boats. I love the ocean, and how the 
waves crash against the hull of the vessel, the way the 
wind hits the sails, and the shouts from the crew 
members yelling “Ready on bow and stern lines.” It 
is the sound of teamwork in action that energizes me. 
I want to be involved in this program because life at 
sea is not what I want for just a semester, but for my 
life.
 Becoming a captain requires dedication and 
passion. I know it will take time and a lot of voyages 
to get there. However, dedication and passion are two 
qualities that I possess. Captaining a vessel also 
requires mastery at certain skills, like navigation. 

 ‘‘If you give a man a fish, he eats for a day, 
 but if you teach him how to fish, he eats for 
 a lifetime.’’ 
    --Unknown

 If I get the opportunity to navigate and travel 
with Ocean Classroom I know it will be an 
unforgettable experience where the knowledge 
gained would last a lifetime. Ocean Classroom will 
also help me to grow in many different ways. I 
foresee growing both physically and mentally.  It will 
also give me a new perspective on life at sea for an 
extended period of time. All of these experiences will 
help me to one day be the best Captain I can be. 

 "The best way to make your dreams come 
 true is to wake up." 
    --Paul Valery

 If I do a semester with Ocean Classroom, 
from there the seas will take me on the journey to 
making my dream come true.
  

Photo: Harvey Gamage Crew-member

Patricia at the Helm
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Aquaponics: building an 
environment

by Joy Junious

 The process of building and maintaining a 
recirculating aquaponics system is not a simple task.  
It requires a lot of thought and time along with 
much dedication. The theory of the aquaponics 
system is that different organisms can co-exist in an 
environment together and provide benefits for each 
other.
 The organisms that are used in the aquaponics 
systems in NYHS's aquaculture lab are a few 
different species of plants and a pair of fish of the 
same species.   The Idea is that the system will 
stabilize different water quality parameters. The fish 
provide the nutrients for the plants and the plants 
help to clean the water for the fish.
 Then,  when the fish are added and fed, their 
waste acts as a source of nitrites and ammonia in the 
system. The bacteria convert the ammonia into 
nitrites and nitrites into nitrates. The waste can be 
used by the organisms in the tank for survival and 
growth.  As the plants get bigger they will use more 
nutrients and as the fish grow bigger they will 
produce more waste and make the bacteria produce 
more of the nutrients needed by the plants.  In that 
way, the system should grow together in unity.

 In order to build this system, we started with 
the growbed.  We used four plastic boards cut out to a 
few inches less than the area of the ten gallon tank and 
then we simply glued the pieces together and added on 
a bottom piece to support the contents of the growbed. 
You also have to cut out three holes and fill them with 
PVC piping.  One piece of piping should be long 
enough to deliver water into the growbed, and the 
other two should serve as pipes to allow water to drain 
back into the tank.
  The next task was to lay gravel in the bottom 
of the tank and add water, a pump, and pearlite to the 
growbed. Then we plugged in the pump and allowed 
the water to circulate. We also added 10 ml of 
nutrients to the water allowing the nutrients to 
circulate throughout the tank.  After about a day of 
running the system we added a plant,  and then we 
continued to add more plants until we had six. As the 
fish and bacteria produce more nutrients we were able 
to add less and less nutrients to the tank and it became 
more self-sufficient.
 If you are making a system like this and all of 
your plants survive, that's a good sign and it means 
that your system can sustain life well.  Your next and 
final step is to add a fish of your choice. Check your 
water quality parameters daily and happy growing.
 For more information on how to start your 
own Recirculating Aquaponics System contact Pete at 
pmalinowski@newyorkharboeschool.org, or visit him 
in the aquaculture lab.

Island on Her Mind:  
Trust’s Rapuano Reflects on Governors Island’s Past, Present and Future

by Jasmine Hernandez and Susannah Black

On February 2, on an ordinary day of work and 

school for New York Harbor students as well as others 
who come to Governors Island every day, workers 
dredging the harbor found a cannonball near the seawall 
by Soissons landing. 
As they were required to do, the workers called the 
New York Police Department's bomb squad, who 
cordoned off the area. There was also an unexploded 
ordnance expert on hand, who examined the ball and 
determined that it was solid, rather than filled with 
gunpowder.  The 200 pound ball was, it was later 
determined, from the Civil War era,  and not at all 
dangerous.  Still, it was a dramatic day to work for the 
Trust for Governors Island.
 “Whenever we dig,” says Elizabeth Rapuano, 
Director of Marketing and Communications for the 
Trust, “we have to have an archeologist on standby and 
an unexploded ordnance [bomb] expert on site. That’s 
one of the exciting things about working on Governors 
Island.”
 Since Rapuano joined the Trust  In 2007 to 
work  as a  staff director of marketing and 
communication for Governors Island things have 
speeded up on the island.  She works with the press 
and reporters,  and is the one responsible for 
communicating with the public about the resources, 
cultural programs, and events occurring on the island.   
She is also the one who, when events like the February 
2 find occur, speaks to the press.  Because she has this 
role,  she's one of the best sources in the city for 
information about Governors Island: its history, its 
present, and its future.
 According to Rapuano, at one point 
Governors Island was the largest Coast Guard base in 
the country .  It was a active military base, and at its 
height in the 1960s and 1970s, there were about 5,000 
people living on the island: 1500 Coast Guard and 
3500 family members and others. People who lived on 
the island remember it fondly, and the Coast Guard 
children, called "brats," have regular reunions on the 
island.  They are, says Rapuano, a great source of 
anecdotes about the Island's history-- they used to play 
all kinds of pranks,  apparently, and on Halloween, they 
would set up Castle Williams as a haunted house.
Although Governors Island was often literally off the 
map of New York City,  there was, nevertheless, a 
thriving community there throughout most of the 20th 
century.  There were homes and work-places, of course, 
but also a public school-- PS 126-- as well as a bowling 
alley and even a Burger King.  
 Most of what Rapuano thinks about these 
days, however,  is not the Island's past,  but its present: 
for example, planning for this summer's events.  These 
include a graphic design competition, an arcade, a food 
festival, and of course biking every weekend.  During 
the time that she has been working for the Trust, 
Rapuano has seen great growth in the public's 
awareness and use of the Island-- much of it due to her 
own work at publicizing this treasure in the harbor.
One of the things that the Trust is charged with is 
deciding which of the many ideas that various people 
come up with for events and institutions on the island 
will actually get the go-ahead.  Rapuano says that she's 
had about 200 such ideas come across her desk over the 
years, ranging from the excellent to the questionable.  
One idea that turned out amazingly was, she says,  the 
Harbor School, but there have been others-- including a 
proposal for a SpongeBob SquarePants-themed hotel-- 
that were less successful.
 What are the plans for Governors Island's 
future?  To a certain degree, those plans will be shaped 
by the legal status of various areas of the Island.   
Twenty-two acres of the Island, including the area 
where Castle Williams is, is still owned by the national 
government, and is a national park.  The other 150 acres 
of the Island are owned by the City, and managed by 
the Trust.  This area was sold by the Coast Guard to 

New York City in 2003 for $1.  The Trust is responsible 
for managing this area, making sure the historic buildings 
are stable, and developing the rest for the benefit of the 
citizens of New York.  
 The part of the island that's east of Division 
Road-- the part that the Harbor School is on-- is a historic 
district, and protected.  It can't be demolished, and the 
look of the historic buildings must be preserved. 
"Anything in the historic district," says Rapuano, "if you 
came here in 150 years, it would look the same from the 
outside...All the buildings on the ice cream part of the 
cone can't be taken down."
 The "cone" part of the Island's ice cream cone 
shape is built of landfill taken from the Lexington 
Avenue Subway excavations.  It's too flat and 
uninteresting to make a really good park as it is, and so 
the Trust is using West 8, a Dutch landscape design firm, 
to create artificial hills on that part of the Island. 
 West 8 began construction in May.  Eventually 
the plan is for them to demolish everything west of 
Division Road-- all the cinderblock buildings on the flat 
part of the island-- and redevelop it.  By the end of 2013, 
there should be 30 new acres of park open to the public.
 The Trust for Governors Island decided on a 
Dutch landscaping company partly because of the 
historical connection-- the Island was the first place that 

the Dutch settled when they first established a trading 
settlement in 1624.  There was another reason, too, for 
going with the Dutch firm, says Rapuano: the Dutch are 
very experienced at landscaping at sea level,  which the 
flat part of the island-- the cone-- basically is.  "It's on a 
hundred-year flood plane," points out Rapuano.  "They 
need to build artificial hills in order to be able to plant 
trees, because if tree roots get flooded with salt water, 
the trees die."
 Speaking of trees, adds Rapuano, the Dutch 
prime minister came to the island recently, in 2009, on 
the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson's voyage, and 
planted a nut tree.  It was a symbolic gesture.  "The 
Dutch hate this story," says Rapuano, but she tells it 
anyway: originally, she says, Governors island had a lot 
of nut trees, and the Dutch settlers, once they moved off 
of the island onto Manhattan, completely deforested it 
to build the original city of New Amsterdam. Then, 
when the English took over, they replanted all the trees.  
"So the huge trees you see here now," she says, "are 
English plantings,  and not more than a couple of 
hundred years old."  If Rapuano has her way,  that nut 
tree that was planted in 2009 will one day be as large as 
the trees that the English planted, and Governors Island 
will continue to be a haven for Manhattanites and 
visitors-- and Harbor School students-- alike.
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who has long been a supporter of the New York 
Harbor School, they were many other supporters in 
attendance.  These included Savannah Guthrie of 
NBC News; Gloria Reuben, who is an environmental 
activist and actress; Hannah Swett, an internationally-
ranked sailor; and Willie Geist from the Morning Joe 
show at MSNBC. Also in the hall were parents and 
other members of the Harbor School community. A 
special guest of honor was Captain James DeSimone, 
the Chief Operating Officer of the Staten Island 
Ferry, who received an award.  There were 275 
people in attendance at the gala, and the after-party, at 
the Lambs Club, drew 100 people.
 The event raised $200,000 for the Harbor 
School, making it the most successful Harbor School 
benefit ever.  It included an auction, at which some of 
the things that were up for bid were an expedition to 
the Galapagos with Linblad Expeditions, an 
adventure travel company; a weekend at the 
Enchantment Resort in Sedona, Arizona; a private 
Kate Spade shopping event; tickets to the Book of 
Mormon, Jimmy Fallon, a taping of the Late Show 
with David Letterman, a Giants game, and a Rangers 
game.  
 Sponsors included ABS, the Marine Society 
of the City of New York, K-Sea Transportation, 
McAllister Towing, the New York Container 
Terminal, General Atlantic Global Growth Investors, 
New York Water Taxi,  NAMEPA (an organization 
that promotes the presence of minorities in the 
engineering profession), Konigsberg Maritime 
Simulation, Statue Cruises, The Fishers Island Oyster 
Farm, New York and New Jersey Sandy Hook Pilots, 
the Moore Charitable Foundation, Seastreak,  Streaker 
Sports,  Sea Safety International, Colonna's Shipyard 
Inc., Schuyler Line Navigation Company, Anne 
Beaumont, Mary and Brad Burnham, David 
Hinkelman, the Peelle family, and the Spofford 
family.

Doing the necessary construction to get the school 
building habitable was not the easiest task.  Despite 
this, SCA staff welcomed the challenge.  
 The Harbor School building, which had 
been barracks for Coast Guard members during the 
Island’s days as a base, was designed during the 
1930s as part of redevelopment plan by the 
prestigious architectural firm of McKim, Mead and 
White.  Because the building is protected as a historic 
landmark, SCA architects and designers had to be 
careful to preserve the building's exterior even as 
they completely renovated the interior to make this 
elderly military hospital a suitable location for a 
maritime school, complete with labs and classrooms.
 Logistics were difficult because of the 
building's location on the island.  Joseph Bova, the 
SCA's Chief Project Officer,  had been in charge of 
supplying the construction site with all the necessary 
materials.  "The island is a little nation unto itself," 
said Bova; "you have to adapt to what the island 
asks."  
 One of the main challenges was to bring 
potable (drinking) water onto the island, which is not 
connected to the water supply for the rest of New 
York City.  Electrical wiring was also difficult.  
Nevertheless, Bova pulled it all together.  "It was a 
little shaky," he said, "but that's the island for you."
 Lorraine Grillo, the President and CEO of 
the SCA, spoke to the Harbor Current about her own 
experience working on the project. 
 "When Murray [Fisher] first talked to me 
about this idea, I thought he was crazy," said 
Grillo. "[I thought,] Who's going to go to this school? 
How are they going to get there? But Murray kept 
persisting, and then we got excited."
 At one point, Grillo came to visit and saw all 
the interesting things the kid were doing, and after 
that, she knew it had all been worth it.   "It was a great 
experience," said Grillo, "and a successful idea."  She 
looks forward to continued work on the school as 
construction moves forward on the MAST project.

Students Wow at Yacht Club Gala
continued from Page 1

Students Deliver Thanks, Funds to SCA
continued from Page 1

Photo: Ariel Almanzar
NYHS student Florence Bloomfield gives speech thanking Grillo, SCA as Harbor Schoolers present check.

Gala Guests 
Profiles of NYHS Supporters 

at the 2012 Benefit
by Rosaly Nuñez and Susannah Black; reporting by 

Rosaly Nuñez and Ariel Almanzar

 Presently the Deputy Commander of 
Operations in the New York Naval Militia, Captain 
Robert Pouch has been involved in the maritime 
industry his whole life.  He attended the Maine 
Maritime Academy, and is a member of the US Naval 
Institute.  He is also the president of Barber 
Steamship Lines, a commercial shipping line that has 
been operating since 1886.
 He supports the Harbor School because he 
feels that it is part of the industry's mission to support 
maritime education. Young people who have the 
opportunity to learn about maritime life, he says, get 
the chance to see what the world really has to offer.  
If he had had the opportunity, he would most 
definitely have sent his children to the Harbor 
School, but both of his children have worked on 
boats, and have gotten experience that way.
 Despite the fact that he attended the Maine 
Maritime Academy, he feels that his high school 
experience was closer to regular high schools than is 
the Harbor School.  He believes that the Harbor 
School provides a valuable different point of view on 
education.  
 He said that he is glad that I, Rosaly, am 
where I am, and advised me to look into NOAA, the 
government agency that studies the maritime world. 
He was pleased to see all the people at the gala 
donating money to invest in our futures, and he 
himself donated $10,000!

 As the chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the New York Harbor Foundation, Brad Burnham 
stands behind the school completely. It is, he says, a 
fabulous way to give students the keys to a great 
education while bringing back the environmental 
health of New York Harbor.   He is a big fan of the 
oyster restoration project.
 Burnham wants all of Harbor's students to 
take advantage of all the opportunities that they have 
access to through the school,  and would like to see 
the school become the best high school in New York.  
He thinks Harbor is fantastic and a great high school 
choice. 
 The father of four, Jay Markley works in 
the technology industry.  He is a supporter of the 
Harbor School because it is a great way to help NYC 
kids get an exciting education.  He grew up in 
Oklahoma, and his high school was very different 
from the New York Harbor School.   His priority is 
seeing all kids get an excellent education and have 
the opportunity to go to college, and he sees Harbor 
School as an institution that will advance that goal.
 Adam Green is the founder and executive 
director of Rocking the Boat, an East Harlem-based 
wooden boat building and on-water education 
program.  He supports the Harbor School because he 
believes very strongly in the power of learning 
through one's own natural environment-- and 
especially through water. 
 Green has experience in boat building and in 
environmental restoration.  He has also grown 
oysters, muscles and seaweed.  His favorite aspect of 
the school is the fact that it offers training for marine 
technical careers through the CTE courses. He would 
definitely send his children to the school-- his own 
high school was very different,  in that it didn't give 
him the same kind of opportunities to do real things.  
And, of course, it wasn't on an island!
 He said that I, Rosaly,  am getting a very 
unique opportunity at the Harbor School, and many 
people, even those with a lot of money and resources, 
don't get the opportunity that we do.

Interviewer Interviewed
Rosaly Nuñez on the Gala, the interviews, and her first 
foray into journalism.

 My experience at the Gala was amazing! I’ll 
admit I was a bit nervous since I had never interviewed 
anybody before... Overall, I felt very welcomed from 

the time that I walked through the door. Everybody 
was so nice and polite to me and shockingly I felt 
like I did really well on the interviews for my very 
first time.  I enjoyed it very much... I  was very 
proud of accomplishing the interviews and glad to 
see all the people supporting our school. It was an 
amazing, great experience.
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Faculty Voices

Where The Sea Can Take You: 
Tizóc Gomez’ Journey From South Street to Hollywood and Back Again

by Nina Arroyo and Susannah Black

 Captain Tizóc Gomez wears many hats.  He 
co-teaches Harbor School's on-water programs and 
classes, and is the head coach for the rowing team.  But 
if anything, his career before coming to Harbor School 
was even more varied.  
 For example, the simple question of how he 
got started teaching rowing.  "I was working for Fox 
studios in Los Angeles," he says, "and I had to teach a 
lot of actors to row..."
  This was for the movie Master and 
Commander.  He had been hired to crew on the Rose, 
the ship that was used in the film to portray the HMS 
Surprise.  And here's how that happened: he had gotten 
a call from a friend, current NYHS CTE teacher Aaron 
Singh.  Singh had been crewing on the Rose when she 
was hired by Fox Studios.  "They sailed her from 
Rhode Island to Mexico," explained Gomez, "crossing 
over the Panama Canal, really fast,  as fast as they 
could, no stopping-- at one point they ignored a 
hurricane warning-- and when they got to Mexico the 
whole crew quit, just before filming started." Singh 
was among those who quit: after they broke a mast 
outrunning the hurricane,  he decided this wasn't for 
him.  But he wanted to find a replacement,  and he 
thought of Gomez.
  "The director was saying, 'I need sailors!  I 
need sailors now!  And I need them with long hair!' 
And at that time I had long hair.  I was hired after a 
phone interview.  The questions were, I think, 'How 
many knots do you know how to tie?  Are you scared 
of heights?'  and 'We're going to [have] ...cameras 
going all the time.  Are you comfortable with being 
filmed that much?'"  They liked Gomez' answers, and 
flew him out to Mexico right away.
  "We filmed for six months straight, in the 
Pacific ocean, off the Mexican coast," relates Gomez. 
Then there was another year of filming in California.
  "I lived in California for a year and a half,  
filming the movie and living on board, taking care of 
the boat.  When you get hired as a tall ship sailor, that's 
part of what makes up for the low wages; you live on 
board and you get fed. And the wages were really low.  
We were making less than the extras.  They were 
making $100 a day, we were making $100 a week.  It 
was like it was traditionally: the captain was in charge 
of the ship, in charge of hiring the crew, and at first he 
tried to look out for us-- he got the studio to raise our 
wages to $200 a week."  
 This is a lot for a tall ship sailor,  but nothing 
for a Hollywood studio. "The studio was like, 
Great!" says Gomez.  But they would've paid a lot 
more.  "The crew quickly got wise and asked for more 
wages."
 It was a learning experience for everyone, as 
Gomez relates it.  "We taught the actors how to sail, 
and how to look realistic walking around the boat.  
Russell Crowe really liked the sailing; he was really 
adventurous, climbed the rigging by himself, jumped 
off the rig a couple of times into the water, once he slid 
down the stays-- and that's hard!"
 But it wasn't always easy for the movie 
people to deal with the reality of sailing.  "These 
directors are used to having everything their way-- 'I 
want the light brighter! I want a bigger moon!' -- all 
the impossibilities," says Gomez.  "The first day of 
filming, we get the call on the radio,  ‘All right, set the 
sails.’  And, slowly, the sails began to set."  
 The director was taken aback by how long it 
took-- Gomez thought that the movie people had 
probably expected that the sails would all drop down at 
once.  But that's not how it works.  "So they were like, 
okay, let's think about this.  But while they were 
thinking, the sails were still going up, and the boat was 
starting to move.  And a PA came running up-- they 
think they're really important because they have 
radios--[and said] 'Why are we moving?  We're all 
lined up for the shot!'"  After a while, though,  the 
movie people learned that they had to refer to the 
sailors to find out how long things would take, as well 
as what was possible and what wasn't.
 "The studio ended up buying the Rose 

outright," says Gomez, "and they took off her bow and 
put on a non-seaworthy bow, just something to look 
good, a theatrical bow, and just lag-bolted everything 
together.  That's part of why the sailors quit; it was 
miserable."
 But in other ways,  the studio did care about 
authenticity.  When the costume designers were 
designing the costumes,  they had the deckhands and 
everybody wear them while they were working,  to get 
them authentically dirty, dirty where they would 
naturally get dirty.  They couldn't wash the costumes, 
because it wouldn't be authentic for them to be clean.
 But that wasn't the most disgusting aspect 
filming.  On that first day of filming, says Gomez, they 
had 300 people crammed on board-- actors and movie 
crew and boat crew and extras.  And all these people had 
to go below to get out of the way of the cameras while 
they were filming on deck.  "300 people crammed down 
below…"  Gomez shakes his head ruefully.  "There was a 
lot of puke to clean up."
 What was the history of the ship that he spent a 
year and a half living and working on?  The original 
Rose, the one that the current ship is patterned after,  was 
built in the same shipyard and at the same time as the 
HMS Bounty.  It had, however, a far different fate.
 "When those rascals the Americans wanted to 
fight for their freedom," explains Gomez, "the original 
Rose was sent to protect Rhode Island's [Narragansett] 
harbor," preventing American smugglers from getting 
around the British blockade.  Later on she was 
deliberately scuttled outside Savannah, Georgia, to 
prevent other ships from entering the harbor. 
  The new Rose was built by a private enthusiast, 
who lived in Rhode Island.  He had her built according to 
the specifications of the original, and when cannons were 
dredged up from the site of the sinking of the original 
Rose, he had those copied as well.  "He made himself a 
complete new set for his boat, which unfortunately he 
never got to sail.  He ran out of money and sold her," 
says Gomez.  The second set of owners wanted to turn 
her into a restaurant, but that failed as well.  
 But the third set of owners, the HMS Rose 
Foundation,  took care of her and operated her as a sail 
training vessel.  Using her as what Gomez calls a "giant 
bath toy" and a restaurant hadn't worked, but the sail 
training/educational endeavor did work.
 The Foundation was a group of Rhode 
Islanders. "The citizens fell in love with her, and tried to 
save her," explains Gomez.  For 16 years, she operated as 
a sail training vessel--until she was sold to Fox.
 Today she is moored at the Maritime Museum 
of San Diego.  What her future will be-- whether she will 
ever again outrun hurricanes off the coast of Mexico-- 
remains uncertain. 
 How had Gomez acquired the sailing experience 
that made Singh think of him when he was looking for a 
long-haired replacement sailor for the movie?  Gomez 
did not grow up sailing.   "My father taught me 
carpentry," he says.  "When I was 16, I helped a 
community garden build a raised bed.  One of the guys 
there was looking for a boatbuilding assistant for a 
summer program at South Street Seaport-- teenagers 
were supposed to learn how to build a boat and then 
learn how to sail it.  I didn't have any boatbuilding 
experience, just carpentry."  But the man, Gary Baum, 
hired him anyway.
 "The students were going to learn how to build 
a boat and then they were hopping onto the schooner 
Pioneer to learn to sail, and I said Wow, that sounds 
great!"  Gomez assisted during the boatbuilding part, and 
then, just when the sailing session was about to start, the 
cook, who was only 18 himself, quit.  Gomez had made 
friends with the cook by that time,  and the cook asked 
whether he wanted the job. Gomez said, "I've never been 
on a boat, and I've never cooked for a large amount of 
people.  But I'll do it."
 "For the first three days, I was so seasick," says 
Gomez.  "I would be below chopping tomatoes and then 
I'd have to run up on deck to wait for my face to turn 
from green to pasty white.  I had had big plans-- I was 
going to make soup.  But all I could make was 

sandwiches.  I just bought cold cuts every day.  For 
something like that,  the cook is busy early in the 
mornings, and then has the rest of the day off, so I just 
did the program with the other kids."
 He did that same program for the next two or 
three years-- after the first year, though, he skipped the 
sandwich-making and worked as a deckhand.  That's 
how he met Brendan Malone, who eventually 
connected him with the job at the Harbor School 
(Malone is the Harbor School's boatbuilding instructor.)  
They had friends in common and family connections, 
and they worked at the Seaport together.  "When I was 
looking for a job after the movie, everyone kept saying 
'Give Brendan a call! Give Brendan a call!  He's doing 
something with boats!'"  So Gomez became Malone's 
boatbuilding assistant in Bushwick for three years.
 "It's a small world, the sailing community.  
You keep running into the same people," says Gomez.  
For example, Andy Reay-Ellers, who is now the captain 
of the Spirit of America,  was the sail master on the Rose 
for the movie,  and helped write all the fight sequences 
for Russell Crowe's swashbuckling scenes.
 Gomez loves working at the Harbor School, 
and has plans for the future of the engineering program.  
"My main focus right now is getting the engineering 
program and the CTE side to what I experienced in high 
school, in the metal shop and wood shop classes I took.  
All the classes at my school were project-based." That's 
how he wants the Harbor School classes to be.
 But he also has plans for the rowing program.  
"I've always wanted to incorporate the rowing program 
more into the heart of the school," says Gomez, "--
almost to make rowers representatives of the school."  
He wants everyone in the program to have the basics of 
all aspects of boat-handling -- to be pretty good rowers, 
pretty good coxswains, pretty good sailors.  "The 
beauty of the program," he says,  "is that the seniors 
build up the skills of all the students under them, so 
even when one batch of students graduate, it's not like 
starting from scratch."
 He has other plans as well.  "The boats the 
Harbor School rows are based on a historical model-- 
the Whitehall gig.  Whitehall Street in Brooklyn is 
where a lot of the boat shops were.  But there's another 
design that I'd like to see us row.  
 "In the 1820s, a British sea captain came to 
New York,  anchored off the Battery-- just south of 
here-- and boasted that his crew of rowers could beat 
any crew in New York City.  So they got their best crew 
together, and their best boat.  The coxswain was fifteen-
year-old John Magnus.  His crew was a surly, tough 
bunch of sailors.  The British captain offered a prize, 
being so confident [that he would win]. On race day, 
thousands of people crowded the Battery.  It was the 
largest spectator sports event of its time.  Who do you 
think won?  
 "The Americans won-- by a long shot.  This 
was shortly after the American Revolution, and 
America was coming into the world as a technological 
power.  [The boat was better] partly because the 
American wood was a little bit better, but also because 
of the ingenuity and skill and inventiveness of the 
American boatbuilders.  The American-designed boat 
beat out the British-designed boat.  
 "That boat, the one that won, was called the 
American Star, and it was later donated to General 
Lafayette.  He took it back to his-- I guess he had a 
castle or something-- in France, and put it on display.  
It's still there, with the names of the rowers on their 
seats.  A lot of people have gone and measured its 
dimensions, including John Gardner, who built one that 
Mystic Seaport now has, in Connecticut.  Washington 
State has one also, and a couple of other states.  But 
New York has none.  My dream would be, through 
collaboration between South Street Seaport Museum 
and the New York Harbor School, to raise money to 
build a replica of the Star with students, so New York 
can have a piece of [its] history, own [this] piece of 
history again."
 Surely, if there's anyone who can make that 
dream a reality, it's Tizóc Gomez.
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Time for Teams

by Erin Nolan
 
 New York Harbor School is a very eccentric 
school with eccentric clubs to match, such as rowing-- 
but there are many more.  The problem is-- they're 
clubs, not official teams.  And as long as they stay 
clubs, Harbor School and the students involved will not 
get the recognition they deserve.
  We need to show our dedication and 
persistence in order to turn this situation around.  Make 
sure your club has a good amount of members that are 
dedicated and practice hard.  You can also talk to your 
club leaders about making it into a team and see what 
advice they give you on how you can help.
  If a club has enough members and they 
practice hard and fundraise to get enough money to 
start off with, we can turn this around.  Just imagine it: 
Harbor could have some of the best teams in the city, 
with dedicated players, lots of trophies and an 
awesome status.
  The biggest roadblock is money.  Money for 
trips, uniforms, and supplies.  Since Harbor is a 
particularly new school, it doesn't have much money 
saved up, but we can help with that!  If you get a 
fundraiser started for your club, you can start raising 
money on your own.  Once you do that, all sorts of 
options open up, like uniforms and trips to away 
games.  
 If we show enough determination  we can 
turn our clubs into official teams, and we can get 
trophies and legendary status in return.  Start 
fundraising with your club, talk to your club leader 
about making it into an official team, and maybe even 
create a petition. There's ways that everyone can help: 
not everything has to come from the school.  So step 
up and show your Harbor spirit.

Surprised by SCUBA
by Erick Solis

 If there's anyone who has ever entered a sport 
that he didn’t ever think he was going to be in,  that 
person is me. Hello, my name is Erick Solis, and I am 
a sophomore at the Urban Assembly New York 
Harbor School. SCUBA diving was never my dream 
and I never thought it would’ve become my dream, 
until one day in freshman year came. 
 On that day, the SCUBA diving instructor, Liv 
Dillon,  came to my Intro to New York Harbor class 
and asked who wanted to join SCUBA. I remember I 
asked one of my friends, “What is SCUBA?” My 
friend told me what it was, and I sat there, thinking.  
Just imagine it: could this be my opportunity for life? 
I raised my hand, and, well, that’s how the story starts.
 I couldn’t believe it, the swim test was the next 
Wednesday. I was scared because I hadn't been 
swimming for the longest while. But I did the test 
anyway, and when my friend and I heard that we had 
passed, we were really happy. So I was in SCUBA and 
I had to take the early 8:15 ferry. It was really fun the 
first day, -- but I almost forgot to turn on my air, silly 
me. Everything went well,  and I made new friends. I 

“Square on the Ready!”

 It's a sport,  and it's a maritime skill: of course 
Harbor School students have taken to Tizóc Gomez' 
rowing club like fish to water.   The club trains at the 
Village Community Boathouse at Pier 40, where they 
row traditional wooden Whitehall gigs, rather than 
ordinary aluminum or fiberglass crew skiffs.  The 
Whitehall gig is a native New York design, born on 
Whitehall Street in Brooklyn, and it seems only 
appropriate that the Harbor School students should 
learn to row on them.  But the Harbor School version 
of a crew team doesn't just learn how to work together 
to send a boat through the water as fast as possible; 
they also learn the kind of skills that they'd need to 
know in many different on-water situations.  
 The Harbor Current caught up with the rowers 
as they were practicing a self-docking technique, useful 
for situations when there is no one on the pier to catch 

lines for you and you need to make the boat fast to the 
bollard yourself.   Sabrina and Paola, two juniors, and 
Sayeed, a freshman, were taking turns throwing a loop of 
one-inch line over a stool, using a technique that looked 
more like lassoing than anything else.  "It's harder than it 
looks, okay?" said Sayeed, as his loop bounced off the 
stool without securing it.
 According to Gomez, this is one of the skills that 
is required for obtaining a license to operate a tugboat.  
He drills the students, showing them how to throw so that 
the loop opens up in the air and lands where they want it 
to, and gradually they improve.  After they are finished, 
the Harbor Current had the chance to ask these three 
students about their experience in the rowing club.

HC: When did you start rowing? What attracted you to 
the club?

Sabrina: I signed up freshman year.  Then I stopped, but 
I started up again.  I like all the action you get.

Sayeed: I like the workout.  We get muscles-- we're cut.

Paola:  I like that it's about teamwork.  Rowing's not a 
one-person job.

Sayeed:  You don't do teamwork!  You yell at me!  

[All three students laugh.]

HC:  What competitions have you been in?

Paola:  I've done the VCB [Village Community 
Boathouse Youth Race] and the Icebreaker.  For 
Icebreaker, I trained for a four-man boat but when I 
arrived I ended up in a six-man boat-- and one of the 
rowers dropped an oar!

HC: What kind of boating background did any of you 
have before you came to the Harbor School?

Sabrina:  My uncle owned a sailboat, and we used to 
go out when I was little.

Sayeed: My uncle owned some land in the place where 
my family comes from, right next to Bangladesh,  right 
by the water, and he had a boat there…but I was too 
young to really be able to remember it. 

HC:  What do you think has been the main thing that 
you've learned from being on the rowing team?

Sabrina:  Teamwork and communication.

Paola: Leadership.

Sayeed:  Yeah, leadership.

HC: Do the two of you who are juniors have any 
advice for Sayeed about making the most of his time at 
Harbor School? 

Sabrina:  Sayeed-- Sayeed, look into my eyes.  Don't 
get hurt on the water.  Don't fall in.

HC: Do any of you hope to pursue maritime careers?

Sabrina:  Oh, yeah.  I want to go into the Coast Guard.

Paola:  Me, too!

Sayeed: Hey, you stole my answer!  

HC: How do you feel about going to Harbor School for 
high school? 

Sabrina:  It gets you doing things you really enjoy.

Sayeed:  It's giving me an actual career path.

was always scared of taking my regulator (breathing 
apparatus) out of my mouth because I cannot hold 
my breath that much. But Liv and Joe were really 
funny and calm all the time.
 After five months, in February 2011, it was 
time for an open water dive, so that I could get my 
open water and advanced open water certification 
cards. This was the most amazing part: we were 
going to do our certification dives in the Bahamas!  
We travelled to the Island School located in a small 
island called Eleuthera in the Bahamas. The flight 
took about 9 hours, and at the end of it,  we did our 
dives.  It was an incredible experience, and I never 
would have had it if I hadn't raised my hand that 
first day-- just a few minutes after I found out what 
SCUBA was. 

Editor’s Note: SCUBA 
certification trips are 
sponsored by the New 
Y o r k H a r b o r 
Foundation.

NYHS Students rowing a Whitehall gig.                 Photo: Cate Hagarty


